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Press release: PIC/S meetings in Rome (Italy)

Japan’s Accession to PIC/S

Japan applied for membership in March
2012. A paper assessment was conducted
in view of its accession to PIC/S, followed
by an on-site visit on 9-13 September 2013.
Due to the size of the assessment and
the workload involved, the assessment of
Japan implied a larger than usual audit
team composed of seven PIC/S experts. At
the Committee meeting of 15-16 May 2014,
the audit team recommended to the Com-
mittee to accept the PIC/S membership
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application of Japan. The accession of Ja-
pan was welcomed by Mr Haruo Akagawa,
Director of Compliance and Narcotics Divi-
sion (MHLW), who thanked PIC/S on behalf
of MHLW, PMDA and the Prefectures Ins-
pectorates. He expressed his appreciation
for the hard work carried out by the audit
team and welcomed the fact that accession
to PIC/S had conferred an international
recognition to the Japanese GMP regulation
system. He reiterated the Japanese autho-
rities’ commitment to PIC/S objectives and
expressed their willingness to promote and
contribute to PIC/S activities.
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The overall goal is the development and provision of an advanced QRM training course for GMP Inspectors.

This will enable Inspectors to effectively inspect Quality Risk Management activities and decisions on site at an advanced level and
to also effectively use the 2012 PIC/S Recommendation in relation to risk—based GMP inspection planning (PI 037/1).
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